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started in a hurry to return to Berlin, The "Potsdam
Council" legend represents him as leaving the scene of ac-.
tion with the Machiavellian intent of lulling Europe into
unsuspecting security before his sudden attack on France
and Russia; but such a notion he characterized at the time
as "childish," in a marginal note on a despatch from Vienna
reporting that this was exactly what the Austrian Chief of
Staff and Minister of War were doing.31 Furthermore, the
Kaiser was not the kind of man to leave Berlin if he seri-
ously expected European complications. And to have sud-
denly given up the northern cruise, which he had been ac-
customed for years to take at this season, and which* had
been long announced in the papers, would have been the
very thing which would have excited uneasy comment
abroad and played into the hands of the militarists
everywhere. Therefore the Kaiser decided to carry out
previously made arrangements, in spite of the Sarajevo
assassination—precisely as Poincare decided to carry out his
previously arranged visit to Russia.
Nevertheless, the Kaiser realized that, while it was not
probable that Austria's action would kindle a European
war, it was possible. It1 was likely at any rate to give rise
to rumors of war during his absence, and therefore he
deemed it prudent quietly to inform representatives of the
army and navy who happened to be in Berlin, as well as
Bethmann, of his interview with Szogyeny.
Accordingly, on Sunday afternoon or early Monday, be-
fore taking the auto from Potsdam for Kiel on July 6 at
9:15 A.M., the Kaiser had brief interviews with representa-
tives of the army and navy. He informed each of his con-
si Tschirschky to Bethmann, July ID: "Der Kriegsminister wird
morgen auf Urlaub gehcn, auch Freiherr Conrad von Eoteendorf Wien
zeitweilig verlassen. Es geschieht dies, wie Graf Berchtold mir sagte,
absichtlich, um jeder Beunruhigung vorzubeugen" on which the Kaiser
noted "kindischl" and underlined the words italicized; KD., 29. See
below, pp. 243 f., 249.

